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CONGREGATION 
OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical, 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 


The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov- 
erty, mortification and labor. 


* * * * 


The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 
to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through— 


North Africa: 
Mountains, Sahara 


Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 


West Africa: The Gold Coast, French 
West Africa. 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia, Belgian Congo, 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 
White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


Three Masses are said monthly for the living 
and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of selj 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 
daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 


kindly notify us immediately of a change of 
address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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THE MISSION 


IS EXCELLENCY the Most Reverend 

William A. Griffin, Bishop of Tren- 

ton, presiding, the Second Annual 
Catholic Students’ Mission Rally was held 
on October 24th, 1946 at the War Memo- 
rial Building in Trenton. At the invitation 
of His Excellency our Most Reverend 
Bishop and Very Reverend Monsignor 
Monahan, our diocesan director for the 
Propagation of the Faith, we were very 
happy to accept our share in the mission 
program of the Rally by participating in 
the Mission Exhibit. 

We are confident that the good God will 
bless these efforts to develop and foster 
mission mindness. May it have helped to 
stress for our youth the need for “More 
numerous mission vocations” the mission 
intention recommended by our Holy Fa- 
ther for November which is a “Timely 
Subject” says Right Reverend Monsignor 
T. J. McDonnell, our National Director for 
the Propagation of the Faith. 

"In the world of 1947 A.D. the barrier of 
distance no longer exists; in America we 
realize with ever increasing consciousness 
that the world is on our doorstep. What 
occurs in remote areas of the U.S.A., in 
Central and South America, as well as in 
China, Japan, India, the Near East, Africa 
and the islands of the Pacific, will affect 
the trend of events in this entire nation 
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and in our individual lives. It is from 
understanding of these facts that the Holy 
See urges prayerful consideration of the 
November mission intention, ‘More nu- 
merous mission vocations,’ and addresses 
a special plea to the parents and youth 
of America. 


“For the first time in our nation's history 
we have witnessed the world vision of 
Catholicity. With their own eyes the men 
and women of the United States have seen 
the church in action, not only within the 
grandeur of St. Peter's, the cathedrals of 
Europe, but in distant outposts in the atolls 
of the Pacific, in Africa, in China, in India, 
in Japan. They realize that this church in 
action was possible because men and 
women, dedicated to peace, lighted the 
fire of faith in strange and distant lands. 
They accomplished what no force of arms 
could ever inspire—love of God and of 
His creatures. 

“If we are sincere in our wish to help 
rebuild this war-torn world upon the last- 
ing cornerstone of peace, let us give con- 
sideration to this November mission inten- 
tion. Pray that the Lord of the Harvest 
may send more workers and give a seri- 
ous consideration to the fact that the call 
‘Come follow Me,’ does not have a per- 
sonal significance.” 


Ne 


A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 


AND 


HAPPY, HOLY, PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
TO ALL FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS 
OF THE AFRICAN MISSIONS. 
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INCE the foundation of the Lavigerie 
Hospital, in the Oasis of Biskra, fifty 
years have passed. Fifty years of 

labor, of devotedness, of apostolate, con- 
secrated to the service of the suffering in 
a Moslem country. Here more than any- 
where else, perhaps, there are legions of 
sick, maladies of all sorts: dysentery, ma- 
laria, tuberculosis, not to mention infec- 
tions of the eyes that spare hardly anyone. 

It was to aid these poor unfortunates 
that in 1895 five white Sisters came to 
Biskra to live in the house constructed 
under the direction of Cardinal Lavigerie 
for his Armed Brothers, and inhabited 
since the departure of the latter. Surround- 
ed by native villages, this spot seemed 
especially indicated for the charitable 
work they were establishing. 

First of all a dispensary was opened 
where the sick, cared for free of charge, 
did not hesitate to come in great numbers 
to receive, with the bodily care, the reas- 
surance of a good word, a good advice, 
the seeds of which the good Lord will 
cause to flourish one day. 


Then little by little, the first dream came 
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Hal, a Century of Sewice 


to be realized: the foundation of the hos- 
pital. One man and two women were 
admitted—this proved to be its beginning. 
In 1945 alone the Jubilee year, 55,774 days 
of hospitalization were registered. The 
first building soon proved insufficient; it 
was necessary to add new wards and 
wings to the hospital, so that today it has 
a capacity of two hundred and fourteen 
beds, distributed in the various depart- 
ments of surgery, ophthalmology and ma- 
ternity. There are three practicing phy- 
sicians. 

A dispensary, annexed to the hospital, 
consists of two large waiting rooms, a 
baby welfare center, a dressing room, the 
ophthalmic clinic, an X-ray room, and 
room for consultations, where five days a 
week, three Doctors examine the sick. 
About five hundred poor unfortunates are 
attended each morning at this dispensary, 
directed by the White Sisters. Native 
nurses, trained by the Sisters, work active- 
ly in the different services. 

Thursday, when the dispensary is 
closed, the Religious infirmarians become 
teachers for the children who attend pub- 


Lavigerie Hospital — Biskra, Sahara. 


91 


eee 
n Ete ee Pa ce 
Ae inet), ee ; 
So i f 
ee ST 7 
m 3 pee ioe 2 Rise a ps re ee | ae : 
‘ 
; 7 7 
i Poe SS ; ; ; Ree. HIE ae = IETS Le 
ae i ,, Se eee be etait us. 2 | 
‘ > ok i > a m a. . f , . * hy \ g no ae or oe . Jy: . 
ee eis a a ~EKAS i te A BAO 
Pa CS ee ee ag 8 OLD ped ees Gh - seg mettaS Por ee 
; at B peas ‘ Saree + th) ss ee Sey 
. ac ae Drop» See — sae Aa ae ee 1a ‘ is " \ ; hs PS. 
: . a a, Se : vi ** = 5 in. : : Pr 
: eos we wi oa — Se, Oe Pees Uf et tte kis Sgr: tee? 
he ss ue Peer 4, « ot re . “ere F at ee tag “of 
: ee Saree. pee 
; me . 2 ets . Va 4 ; 
Peo We 
oye Ca ae : ib, 3, Se, ee wan Ay 
te Pere <r a eh Ye» ik a ae ie Ph pe ee al 
; el ee i. Vee ae: ok OT ae een, en on PT Sitch Hi 
4 ad a oe ; hee os RS PS ne ae hy 
et 8. eS 4 : oS ae os MS adh Pen a Ee ee eRe g cee re, 
aA 4 ae Be aon eS SA, oer eas (hie oe gat Che er ee. S ; ee43 
ia th ,, eae ¢ SP a =~ ‘3 a eek, ahh Por 2 Ace Sein oy aig om x 
oer = PRESTO, Peete Sy RE pA GRRE Sone 
ae —tidti(C‘a‘stiti‘(‘(‘“‘ CR ce os oe PR, | 
= $ y = “SSM if oe mr ae, ‘eink yrosta 2 Sp Bat eae . j sy ~ ; Re a aN ht » | 
“2 VO 2 eee eres. ee fi t A 
; . SS a i ae a TE x s Rites an ms Wie cle, % rade ‘ 
es a: Se i 3, eo f ae Bett pak Ble? opgincs= War a Pr ee — : 
aa gues i an i ae! SS ee Seer) BAS leer See ' | 
: Bee eS a ets * ee pags (teh a48 4: oe <- ae 
: Be chitin? ee re ee 4% og’ \ j : + 
ete, < -NtMe S000 ee Se 
ce Sie ee wee Mo oan ee 
eae . ‘ om ‘4 a =. Soe es Oe 
‘ og Se | ms | 2 Me She oe: 
‘: awe ‘ ae (aoe : en Seghgat, + re BE 2 heey ES 
Pg? :° a oKe ye - . at Pa <p 2 + 
Te ae ES 6 as Rent ; ce See! — PO ce ea OF FO 
fF ei Ee hy be mee ~ io ae eth a 
Pe. en a a EE : & PAS Pat , rat 
’ Le, a ~ : Oeste pe 2 _ |S eae 
7 era oe P ee ; . foe MS See as 
L - ros , ee | ae on — 
Stuesiae Reyes ek Se 
; ERR a eet eae 
ee oer re — 
ee ik nen ee i 
Faia Ree: RR Sys coi ee 


lic school. Sewing, knitting, singing, hy- 
giene, physical drill, moral lessons, fill the 
time, which passes so quickly. May these 
children become serious young girls, and 
later devoted mothers, whose well de 
served esteem and appreciation will be 
reflected with credit on their religion. 


Was it not fitting after fifty years of Mis- 
sionary work, to associate with the jubilee 
feast, those, who in one way or another 
here benefited from these apostolic labors? 


The rejoicing lasted one week. Sunday, 
January 27, we received the Arab women 
whom we visit on our excursions. Tues- 
day was the turn of the mothers and 
babies from the Baby Welfare Center. 
Thursday the Catholic Action girls came 
with their mothers, then the poor, our work- 
men, the infirmarians and their families. 


The hospital was opened to the visitors; 
songs, plays, distribution of sweets and 
dainties; practical gifts, attracted all those 
who were invited to participate in the cel- 
ebration. 


The Jubilee week was brought to a close 
February 3 with a Mass in the open air, 
celebrated by Reverend Father Watier, 
Pastor of the parish. Their Excellencies, 
the Most Rev. Bishop Baste, and the Most 
Reverend Bishop Mercier of the W-F., Pre- 
fect Apostolic of the Sahara, Reverend Fa- 
ther Marchal of the White Fathers, our 
Reverend Mother Superior General, Re- 
gional Mother, etc., were present as well 
as many other guests. 


In the afternoon the guests were invited 
to the workroom where a play, songs, and 
recitations demonstrated the work accom- 
plished toward the education of the native 
women. It was followed by a Toast, and 
fireworks in the evening fittingly crowned 
the golden jubilee week. 


As for us, White Sisters, a solemn Te 
Deum Laudamus once more told the Good 
Lord our gratitude for all the benefits be- 
stowed on this corner of the Sahara for 
fifty years . . . temporal benefits, but espe- 
cially spiritual benefiis, even though the 
results seem less apparent to our poor 
humaneyes. — 

The Christians, it is true, are not numer- 
ous; but they are very fervent and the 
suspicion, first met with, has given place 
to frank, cordial sympathy. 

The hospital, workroom, classes, Cath- 
olic Youth Movements, the baby welfare 
center attended by so many natives, prove 
that the mustard seed cast in the Master's 
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Mother M. Concordia, W.S. 


OW CAN WE thank you for the case 
containing the Stations of the Cross 
and medicine which was most wel- 

come. In the name of all I thank you and 
our dear Benefactors for your generosity 
in favor of our poor Banyoro. 


We have just lived through several 
months of terrific heat and drought which 
have paralysed everything. Crops were 
severely damaged, and the word famine 
is beginning to be heard. 

The good God has heeded our prayers 
and sent us rain to revive the earth and 
its inhabitants. Water was very scarce, 
at the moment set for its distribution, when 
man was served, the animals in turn 
would come to me for their share, birds, 
even bees and ants, while others would 
come during the night to lick whatever 
dripping may still have been on the fau- 
cets. I was vividly reminded of St. Fran- 
cis of Assissi... 


We are always expecting reinforcement, 
doubtless you and the young Sisters of 
your Community would gladly be of the 
number of the elect and see Africa once 
again. I wish you this happiness with all 
my heart! There are still so many pagans 
to convert, and neophytes especially youth 
to educate in our Catholic way of life. 
There is need of Missionaries still for a 
long time. 

I am greedy Mother, but I wish that you 
could continue to send us little parcels 
with holy pictures, crosses, medals and 
rosaries—as you did in the past. Our 
drawers are practically empty... |! 


field has grown, and can we not hope 
that, before another fifty years, it will be a 
tree .. . a flourishing Christian center! ... 


Sr. Raymond de Pennafort, W.S. 


N.B. Sr. Raymond Pennafort, then in the 
Mission of Biskra, has since wended 
her way to Nyassaland. 


aE rh a h mig cise 
Oba aay au ete 
nes. a ; mete 
Oh eae as oes Het: 
7 nies a : Bait th r a 
eS + ae 
SS. = AA etete ss Cs eee 
ee | | F 
a 
. z 
ee : 
— 
a Be 
ES Ue ne mg Ser ee. 
ray eS OY ee ey gl Mate a SS eee : as 
ae here ie 
Bee Lin a ay ayes Saree <9 “i 
Spee geen a> y 
Re igen oe 
é 76: | aeRO eran : oe: 
Se os ie: 
9s =! 7) ea eee oe cs elie ie : 


ONE MORE ANGE! 


T WAS CHRISTMAS. 

On the Missions, the 

too short hours pass 
swiftly in the occupations 
of this great Eve. Plan- 
ning, worries, every kind 
of work, must fit in on this 
day, when one would ra- 
ther be free to think quiet- 
ly of the coming feast. 
Most certainly the Blessed 
Virgin would have pre- 
ferred to await the coming 
of the Little King in silence and prayer, 
but she had to keep her vigil in the midst 
of the noise and the bustle of the world, 
surrounded by crowds in the streets of 
Bethlehem, lost among them, probably 
pushed about, until at last, she received 
the hospitable shelter of the old grotto. 


On the Missions we do our best to make 
suitable preparation for the coming of the 
Little Saviour: there is the Church to dec- 
orate, the Crib in our own Chapel and one 
for the Parish to set up, the altars need 
attention; all this without relaxing our care 
for the sick or our watchfulness over the 
children. Yet, on this day of all days, 
there are more frequent disturbances than 
ever:—''Sister, the Christians have arrived 
with their Catechist, from this or that vil- 
lage. They are at the gate." They have 
not been able to come since Easter, be- 
cause they live so faraway. How happy 
they are to see the Mission again, to find 
the Sisters they knew, still there! We too 
are joyful at the coming of these good, 
simple souls, coming to the Crib just like 
the shepherds of old. 


These dear folk must have the Sisters’ 
attention and not be allowed to suspect 
that they are holding up our work, for it 
would upset them so. Every great vigil is 
like that, the sun sets much too early, there 
is so much to be attended to. 

So it was on this particular Christmas 
Eve. It was already four o'clock. The 
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Sisters were busy at the Church Crib. 
Everything seemed to be going well. In 
a very short time, the angels would be in, 
—and the shepherds too. Then,—’Sister, 
you are wanted by Stephano, the Protes- 
tant Catechist." I went to him. 


There he stood at the door, waiting for 
me, fidgeting nervously his sun helmet, 
which he held in his black fingers.—""What 
is the matter, Stephano?” ‘Sister, please 
get your medicine chest and come quick- 
ly, Iimplore you. My child is dying!"— 
“T'll follow you in a moment,” I replied. 


A few minutes to find a companion, col- 
lect my precious box, and soon all three 
of us were on our way, following the tor- 
tuous windings of the path across the 
plain. 

Stephano spoke so excitedly that I could 
scarcely understand him. Besides, I must 
confess that my attention was somewhat 
distracted: that angel left hanging from the 
roof, supposing he should fall and break 
his wings! . . . and the shepherds left on 
the church floor, with their sheep, might 
they not tempt the children? My mind 
was disturbed with the image of all these 
plaster people. 


At last we reached the house of the 
Protestant Catechist. Near the fire, sat a 
youthful mother rocking a charming baby 
of one year old or so.—’’What is wrong 
with the little one? He looks perfectly 
well!” At that precise moment, a great 
bout of coughing shook the little invalid. 
—"Sister, he is suffocating! He is suffo- 
cating!" In point of fact, the child had 
diphtheria, that fearful illness which had 
already taken toll of so many of our dear 
little Black Babies. 


This one would go too, but what could 
we do? Whatever could we do in this 
assembly of Protestant relations? 


O gentle Virgin Mother, in the name of 
thine own Baby, whose Birthday we cele- 
brate in a few short hours, do not allow 
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the gates of Heaven to be closed today 
against this little black brother of ours. It 
was for him and others like him that Jesus 
came on earth. 


The danger increases, I make my deci- 
sion.—'’Stephano, that child is dying. Is 
he baptized?’’—"No, Sister.""—'‘You know 
that he cannot go to Heaven unless he is 
baptized?” — "Yes, Sister." — “Well, will 
you let me baptize him?’’—"Yes, Sister.” 


For one moment, the whole gathering 
was thunderstruck. Surely this man must 
be mad to allow his child to be baptized 
by a Roman Catholic? 


Before anyone had time to recover or to 
make any opposition, the Missionary Sis- 
ter seized a gourd close by, which was 
filled with water and poured some over 
the head of the dying child:—'I baptize 
thee, Emmanuel, in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” 

The baby opened his eyes, looked at 
Sister who smiled down at him, then 
closed his eyes again forever, whilst a 


sweet smile transfigured the whole face. 
Ah! how beautiful he looked! 


sEL AT THE CRIB 


“Glory be to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace to men of goodwill.” 


That was a happy journey home 
through the gathering darkness, under the 
blue sky already alight with the first stars. 
Our hearts beat high with joy and under- 
standing. Still another soul to cry, to all, 
his happiness! 

What a Christmas Eve... 


Such joy, unutterable, unimaginable, is 
known only to Missionaries, who indeed 
experience it quite often. One feels that 
God is so near! If only it were better real- 
ised, all our Novitiates would soon fill, to 
overflow later on into the Mission-World 
with the message of love and grace. 

Once more I went to Church, to finish 
preparing the Crib, whilst the children 
practised their Christmas carols, and I 
thought with greater understanding that 
yet another child had been born this night, 
born to light and happiness, and there 


; would be another angel at the Crib. 


Mother Marie des Neiges, W.S., 
then in Nyassaland. 


Dear Mother Superior, 


Please accept my Christ- 


mas Offering to help feed 


Our Lady’s African chil- 


dren. 


Sincerely, 


ah ea a 
i a —~ r _ _ * 
a AS ig 
es aa <a “= we “eee ba : 
i wh . ehh ws . ee 
Rca ' a Sees “ 
seit \ ae 8 : 
‘)/ — | 
ar \ 
* — FP a 
eens 
‘ fet . 
\ —=z ee 
wnt | OEE 
94 | 
ge ee as co ae ae 6 : Wega es 
em - * 2 ee =) eet ee ia ra : 
ee a tee) ee ee 
ee ee 


OUR FLIGHT 


FROM ALGIERS TO 
LIKUNL NYASSALAND 


By Sr. M. Irena, W.S. 
Continued from September-October 


Tuesday, April 2nd: Up again at 4:30—breakfast. 
At the air-field it is chilly. We take advantage of 
twenty minutes’ brisk walking, reciting morning 
prayers, while waiting for the motors to warm up. 
Off again at 7:30. Here we get a real birds-eye 
view of Cairo and Egypt. What an immense City. 
We fly along the edge of the Nile, the fertile culti- 
vated fields on one side, the city on the other and 
all along the edge of the desert, of which we get a 
splendid eye-full from our post of observation. We 
pass the pyramids, one after the other, and then we 
see the Sphinx in his silent and mysterious solitude. 
All eyes are fastened to the windows! It is really 
something worthwhile. Here it was that the Holy 
Family trod and when the sweet Infant Jesus made 
His first steps. This is the land where the mighty 
Jehovah worked so many miracles and so many 
marvels for His chosen people, the Israelites. As I 
recalled all these things, I could not help feeling a bit 
impressed. And now, until we reach our next stop, 
we see nothing but desert, and miles and miles of 
sand dunes. All morning here it is that we are the 
most chilled—our feet glacial, At Cairo, the military 
officer had reached destination and we took on three 
other passengers, a governor-general of Djibouti with 
his aid, and an American soldier from Ohio. We of 
course exchanged observations and inquiries about 
good old U.S.A. The important gentleman of Djibouti 
had known our Sisters in the Sahara Missions. At 
eleven o'clock we stop at Ouadi-Halfa for tea. This 
is a real desert post just like the Foreign Legion, 
with tents and military trucks. There is a delightful 
breeze and we marvel at the fact that in the middle 
of the desert we find such a delightful little Inn. 
Half-hour later, just time enough to enjoy the peace- 
ful atmosphere of this out-of-the-way corner. We are 
off again, and from now on we no longer feel any 
chill—it begins to get warm. At about two o'clock 
we land at Khartoum, in Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, one 
of the hottest spots in Africa. We are quickly taken 
into the City and see Negroes everywhere dressed in 
white cotton. We find ourselves in a beautiful hotel, 
spacious verandch facing the river. Here it is very 
cool, we are surrounded by tall trees. Again we are 
served with great deference by Negroes, neatly 
robed in white gandourahs and white turbans, their 
intelligent faces black as coal and their manners 
exquisitely polite, a few of whom speak a bit of 
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English or French. Leaving Khartoum an hour later, 
our plane noses eastward in a straight line towards 
Iturea, that little Italian country now occupied by the 
English. At Codard we reach the mountainous re- 
gions, and fly high over the green hills until we 
reach Asmara, the second highest city in the world, 
about forty-five hundred feet above sea level. It is 
very close to the Red Sea. We land in a slight 
drizzle, and it is marvelously cool. We made almost 
three thousand miles today. These plane trips are 
so well organized. We have absolutely nothing to 
worry about. It is a continuous movement, with no 
time wasted, and we have but to follow. It is really 
too wonderful when I think of how our first Sisters 
made their way to Central Africa, going by caravan 
into the Interior, traveling months on foot or in ham- 
mocks across the jungle, and burning with fever! 


After dinner, we go in search of a Tabernacle. 
Two days since we left the Mother-House—seems 
like two weeks, and two full days without paying a 
visit to Jesus. It is dark when we knock at a grill; 
we are in a Convent of Italian sisters. How well 
they receive us. We talk in different languages and 
finally the Superior, who speaks French, welcomes 
us with open arms. They are very demonstrative, 
kissing our crucifixes, etc. They have a beautiful 
Convent and boarding school for Negro girls. We 
jump at their offer of Holy Communion next morning, 
and they promise to have the Father waiting for us 
early next morning to give us Our Lord. Fortunately 
we do not leave quite so early for the air-port tomor- 
tow. We join the sisters and children for prayers at 
the Chapel and early next morning at five o'clock, 
these kind sisters are waiting at the iron-gate to open 
up for us. In a private session, with great joy, we 
receive our dear Jesus, and depart almost immedi- 
ately, bearing in our hearts our most cherished treas- 
ure. After breakfast, we depart for the air-port and 
at about 6:30 take off in the early dawn over beau- 
tiful mountains. Through all the course of the trip, 
we flew at a great altitude; as it is thus best atmos- 
pheric flying conditions, and we seem hardly to 
budge, though traveling at almost three hundred 
miles an hour. That is why the process of landing 
is always so long and tedious. But it is on this 
morning until 1 o'clock that we flew the highest at 
an altitude of 12,000 feet. I could hardly believe it! 
We were a long time over the mountains. At 8:30 
we landed for a short while at Djibouti, not far from 
Addis Abeba in Ethiopia, and at one o'clock we 
landed on the beach of the Indian Ocean at Maga- 
disso. Here it is the most isolated—absolutely out of 
the way. We learn that the plane which could not 
take us last week was held up here two days for 
Tepairs and the passengers had to lodge in the 
hangar. There is a special Providence for the White 
Sisters. When the plane has refueled, we take off 
again and for the first time have a picnic lunch in 
the air. All day long, I slept most of the time, and 
felt simply fine when we landed at Nairobi at five 
o'clock. All through the trip, everyone was so kind 
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toward us. At Nairobi we are quickly taken care of, 
driven into the city, where the French Consul himself 
does us the honor of driving us in his car to our 
Sisters’ Convent at Mangou, forty-five miles away. 


Mangou is in Kenya Colony, not very far from 
Mombasa. You can imagine how happy we were 
when we spied the great coffee plantation in the 
country, and the very pretty and immense property 
of our sisters. The sun was setting behind the hills 
when the twenty-two sisters welcomed us. We were 
just in time for Benediction and our Negro children 
sang very well. Here I met a sister from Central 
Falls, R. I., Sister M. St. Moise, another from Nova 
Scotia, Sr. Angele de Foligno, who was the first 
postulant of Metuchen. This is a rest home for our 
sisters. It is really beautiful, gardens, orchards, pas- 
tures, etc. We spent ten days and were very glad 
to interrupt our trip a bit. We covered almost eight 
thousand miles in three days—under all climates and 
conditions. What a joy to be back to normal con- 
vent life again! The day after our arrival, we drove 
back to Nairobi as my passport had to be renewed. 
Since February first there are fifty new air-service 
routes from Nairobi and our places had already been 
reserved for the 13th of April—direct route to 
Lilongwe, the Post Office address of Likuni where I 
am now stationed. We thus avoided all the round- 
about route that our two sisters who left in Decem- 
ber had to take—going to Mombasa, taking a sea- 
plane to Beira, etc. At Mangou, we visited all the 
schools including that for half-cast children who 
speak English. We made our first visit to the native 
grass huts and also went on a promenade with the 
children to the caves overlooking the river. It was 
very interesting walking through the brush, but | 
was a bit uneasy, as these caves, which nature built 
with quite a large opening narrow down into dark, 
deep, mysterious tunnels, and reeked of the odor of 
wild beasts. The children often come here to build 
their picnic fires. The leopards and hyenas roam 
around at night only. The scenery is veiy pretty, 
and we go way down into the ravine, and the chil- 
dren have a grand time wading in the stream. At 
Mangou, there is an abundance of everything and a 
large variety of native fruits to which we were ini- 
tiated. However, the people are a bit anxious as 
there has hardly been any rain for six years and the 
sisters’ large coffee plantation is in a sad state. We 
greatly enjoyed our ten days’ stay here. On April 
thirteenth Mother M. Majella and Sr. Moise drove us 
to Nairobi where we took off in a tiny five-passenger 
single-motor double-wing English plane. 


This last lap of our trip proved the most interesting, 
as we had an excellent view all around—in the front 
and on both sides. We crossed all Tanganyika, and 
for the first time saw the real green jungle, very 
thickly covered with trees, so that it seemed like a 
green carpet across many mountainous sections, fly- 
ing through mounds of fluffy white clouds—so pic- 
turesque. I had the impression of being in the fairy 
regions, in the land beyond the rainbow. At about 
9:30 we stopped awhile at Dodomo. We marvelled 
at all the greenery after crossing so much desert. 
At 1:30 Saturday afternoon, we landed at Mbeya, a 
veritable little green, flowery paradise hidden in the 
mountains, one of the most beautiful spots I have 
ever seen. With all Saturday afternoon before us, 
we had lunch, siesta, then went in search of a 
Church, not really hoping to find any. We passed 
the cemetery and the golf course-and polo field 


(English territory) and came upon a little chapel, 
where a Negro Catechist in white tunic, rosary 
around the neck, told us that a White Father comes 
every other week to say Mass. Alas, tomorrow, he 
would not be there, so we would not have Com- 
munion on Palm Sunday. The Negroes here radiate 
the influence of the White Fathers. All those we met 
on the way hailed us with the formula ‘Praised be 
Jesus-Christ’’ in Kiswchili, Can you imagine our 
emotion—and they would bow before our Crucifix. 
We then went to the hospital in the hills, and were 
received by Protestant nuns, who were, however, 
very nice. Then called upon an English Catholic 
family and met the nine superb children and we:e 
shown their beautiful, immense property and rich 
residence. The little one presented us with carna- 
tions and half the family with charming Mother and 
Dad, walked back to the Hotel with us. Our stay 
here was very restful. Next morning, after a good 
sleep under our first mosquito netting we took off for 
Lilongwe at 6:30. It is useless to try to describe to 
you the glory and splendor of the dawn over Lake 
Nyassa, and above intermittent flakes of clouds. We 
flew over a section of flooded area as rain’ has been 
abundant here. Seventeen inches fell in one night, 
while at Mangou there is drought. 


At nine-thirty we landed at Lilongwe where, Moth- 
er Superior and Sr. St. Gilbert, who came here in 
December, were waiting for us. In fifteen minutes 
we were at Likuni, and just in time for Pontifical 
High Mass and distribution of Palms. It was most 
thrilling to hear the Negroes—almost a thousand, 
singing their Hosannahs. Our trip had lasted exactly 
two weeks and we were glad to be here at last. 
His Excellency the Most Reverend O. Julien, W-F., 
our Bishop, has his residence here. He is very kind 
and much loved. 


In my next letter will tell you all about Likuni and 
my work, 


Pray hard for your happy and always loving 


Sister M. Irena, W.S. 


Native telegraph and telephone system 
. . « The drums announce the arrival 
of new missionaries. 
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ABOUT CROCODILES 


Sister M. St. Denis, W.S. 


We were sailing in a canoe on Lake 
Tanganyika, going back to Karema after 
our annual Retreat. Before sunrise a storm 
obliged us to land in a tiny bay. In the 
receding darkness, our black boy rowers 
saw a bulky, clumsy crocodile hiding her 
eggs in the sand. For the natives this is 
an ordinary sight, not worth investigating. 
Meanwhile the storm was raging and we 
were stranded for a whole day with noth- 
ing to do and nowhere to go. 


“Let us look for those eggs," suggested 
a Sister who was very keen on discov- 
eries. The blacks set about it as they 
know how to, crawling over the golden 
beach, tapping the sand as they went. 
Soon they came to a spot, far beyond the 
waves reach, where their tapping sound- 
ed hollow. It was a discovery. There 
were sixty-two eggs, smooth and white, 
slightly larger than a duck’s egg, laid in 
four or five layers, each egg separaied 
from the next one by a small quantity of 
sand, and each layer separated from the 
other in the same way. That mother croc- 
odile knew how to pack things neatly and 
safely! 


The pilot of our canoe said that sixty- 
two eggs were not a complete set, for there 
always were eighty to a hundred. 


We took away a dozen to show the chil- 
dren in school. One of them got broken, 
and in it we found a tiny, dear baby croc- 
odile, living and frisky. 


Towards evening we set out again, the 
rowers singing with all their might to 
drown the howling wind, but in vain... 
We had to turn back and take shelter on 
land, near the crocodile’s nest. From the 
sea, (we cannot help calling the Lake, ‘the 
sea,’ the natives do so too), we saw the 
poor mother crocodile flurrying wildly 
over the disturbed nest and we saw her 
swallow the remaining eggs as fast as she 
could! In a while the whole place was as 
clean as if swept. . 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Are Available at the White Sisters Convent 
YOUR HELP—HELPS THE MISSIONS. 


ON A NE ON ONE OR ON TO 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


RANSOMED PAGAN BABIES 
Miss G. Ledoux 
Joseph Twomey 
Mrs. A. W. Smith 
Mrs. J. Richard 


CLOTHED A CHILD FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Mrs. C. Stryker 
Mrs. A. W. Smith 
Miss M. Peltz 


SUPPORTED A LEPER 
Mrs. G. B. Yale 
Mrs. A. W. Smith 
Miss M. Peltz 


PROVIDED BREAD FOR THE ORPHANS 
Miss M. Santori 
Mrs. D. Gaudet 
Miss M. Peltz 


PROVIDED A SANCTUARY LAMP 
Mrs. A. W. Smith 


he RA RENEE SS Re AR 
OBITUARY 


His Excellency the Most Reverend H. Horst, W-F., 
Vicar Apostolic of Lwangwa 


Reverends A. Bazin, A. Renon, L. Puel, M. Gass, 
Brother Philippe, of the Society of the White 
Fathers 


Reverend H. A. Hennon, Manchester, N. H. 
Sister M. St. Damase, W.S., Boxtel, Holland 


Sister M. James Brownlee, Sisters of Charity, Greens- 
burg, Pa. 


Mrs. S. R. Hills, Metuchen, N. J. 

Mrs. D. Meehan 

Mr. Henry Jacobs 

Mary Eckert, Elizabeth, N. J. 

Mrs. McCarville, Omaha, Nebraska 

Mr. Joyce, Jersey City, Guild Member 

Miss Mary Daly, Jersey City, Guild Member 
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Some Ways to Help 


WiLL 


Our Legal Title Is 
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don’t forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now 
nor later. Why not include this clause? 


“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 
in their African Missions, the sum of 000.000.000.000 ooccccoccceeseveeevceesee Dollars.” 


Sa ee \ 


Mother Superior 
The White Sisters—The Convent 
Mombasa P. O., Kenya, BRITISH EAST AFRICA 


would be very grateful to kind Readers who would mail them good Catholic maga- 
zines and periodicals. 


Now that typewriters are available, we should like to add 2 to the Metuchen 
office equipment. If you have one in good working condition that you would like 
to donate, it will be most welcome. 


Beautifully colored Holy Pictures are always in great demand by all our 
missions—large and prayer book size—also those from religious art calendars. 
Kindly mail them tous and we shall gladly distribute them. 


STAMPS — STAMPS — STAMPS 


We would sincerely appreciate cancelled stamps, especially foreign ones and United 
States commemoratives and higher values. In thus sending us your stamps, you will help to 
support the missionaries and their apostolic works. 


Please do not send ordinary stamps in an envelope first class mail, because the postage 
costs more than the stamps are worth. Kindly keep them until a box is filled; then send it 
parcel post or express to: 

WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 


319 Middlesex Avenue Metuchen, New Jersey 
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He 


Came 


The 
White Sisters 
are doing 
His 
work 


in Affica 


You can share with the White Sisters in bringing the message of 
Bethlehem to the war afflicted and poverty stricken African people. 


CHRIST SHARED HIMSELF WITH US ON CHRISTMAS 
WILL YOU SHARE YOUR GOODS 
WITH HIS AFRICAN PEOPLE 


ON 
THE WHITE SISTERS MISSIONS? 
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